
 Word of Wisdom Historical Background

Upstairs room used for the School of the Prophets-D & C 89 given to Joseph Smith

School of the Prophets

In December 1832 and January 1833, the Prophet Joseph received the revelation that

became section 88 of the Doctrine and Covenants. Among other things, this revelation

directed that a "school of the prophets" (D&C 88:127) be formed to instruct the

brethren in gospel doctrine and principles, the affairs of the Church, and other matters.

During the winter of 1833 the School of the Prophets met frequently, and Joseph and

Emma Smith both became concerned about the brethren's customary use of tobacco,

especially the cloud of tobacco smoke in meetings and lack of cleanliness caused by

chewing tobacco. Joseph Smith inquired of the Lord about the matter and received the

revelation that is known as the Word of Wisdom. This revelation gave the Lord's

commandments for the care of the body and spirit, and promised that those who obeyed

them would receive the spiritual blessings of "wisdom and great treasures of

knowledge, even hidden treasures" (D&C 89:19). 

The Word of Wisdom also contained information about health that was not known to

the medical or scientific world at the time but has since been proven to be of great

benefit, such as the counsel not to use tobacco or alcohol.
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