
The First Presidency

President Harold B. Lee

"The Prophet Joseph Smith declared that 'where the president is not,
there is no First Presidency.' Immediately following the death of a
President, the next ranking body, the Quorum of the Twelve Apostles,
becomes the presiding authority, with the President of the Twelve
automatically becoming the acting President of the Church until a
President of the Church is officially ordained and sustained in his
office" 

in Conference Report, Apr. 1970, 123; or Improvement Era, June 1970, 28.
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