Salt Lake Temple

Excavation for the large foundation was done by hand, requiring thousands of hours
of labor. The cornerstones were laid on 6 April 1853. After a few years of work on the
foundation, the Saints stopped work because of a problem with the United States
government. The president of the United States had heard false stories that the Saints
were rebelling against the government, so he sent an army to the Salt Lake Valley. In
response, President Young had the Saints cover the foundation with dirt to make it look
like an ordinary field.

When the Saints later unearthed the sandstone foundation, they
noticed cracks in the rocks. They removed the sandstone and
replaced it with solid granite blocks.

President Young insisted that only the best materials and
craftsmanship be used in the construction of the temple. He said:
"l want to see the temple built in a manner that it will endure

through the Millennium. This is not the only temple we shall
build, there will be hundreds of them built and dedicated to the
Lord.... And when the Millennium is over, .. . I want that temple still to stand as a
proud monument of the faith, perseverance and industry of the Saints of God in the
mountains, in the nineteenth century"”

(Discourses o f Brigham Young, sel. John A. Widtsoe [1941], 395).
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